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= here is an old proverb, in the finest and juiciest vernacular,

which expresses a great and unfortunate truth - “As the Gentile goes,
so goes the Jew” This pointed and biting comment on the Jew in exile
is amply attested to by our history. The Canaanites worshipped idols —
and later the Israelites did. In the middle ages, the Christians developed
{_ ascetic sects — and then some Jews propounded a form of asceticism
4 which smacked of Christianity. The Poles and Cossacks wore a certain
type of clothing, and then the Jews adopted and sanctified it and con-
timued to wear it ~ even long after it had passed out of style. Whether
culturally or sociologically or religiously, the Jew has often fallen prey
¢ [ tothis form of mimicry which calls for adopting and adapting the least
attractive forms and features of other peoples.

Our Sages, in the beautiful homilies they usually employ, under-
score this point. In this week’s biblica} portion we read of the twelve
meraglim (spies) who were sent to the Promised Land by Moses. Their

{(, mission was clear and to the point. They were to spy out the Jand and
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attempt, however unconscious, to cringe and beg acceptance from the T KM AR Oy 1ean
non-Jew by hiding in the discarded shelis of their pomegranates. Y Ay - Dan b omo T
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others, but for the affirmation of ourselves ~ for the free expression of vy DY TYY 1R DR aaw
our desire to pick our own fruit and not grovel in the waste baskets of : WORRW MEn KT T 91 ,moa By rom
others for mere shells long discarded. When that day comes, Israel will ﬁn‘J MNAX NBW 1302 TV TN YK
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